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Professor Virginia Baldwin
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Chair: Long Range Planning Committee
Of the
Patent and Trademark Depository Library Association 
Of the
United States Patent and Trademark Office/Patent and Trademark 
Depository Library Program
Overview
 United States Patent and Trademark 
Office (USPTO) Patent and Trademark 
Depository Library Program (PTDLP)
 Patent and Trademark Depository Library 
Association (PTDLA)
 PTDLA Goals and Objectives – responding 
to the USPTO “2007-2012 Strategic Plan”
 Patent Statistics
 University of Nebraska-Lincoln (UNL) 
Office of Technology Development and 
“Tech Transfer”
PTDLP Mission
 Promote awareness of patent and 
trademark information
 Educate public about patent and 
trademark resources 
 Maintain free and effective access to 
patent and trademark tools and 
collections
 Encourage feedback on USPTO services
PTDLP Services
 Train PTDL staff
 Serve as liaison between PTDLs and the 
USPTO
 Market PTDL services and standards
 Support PTDL public seminars and 
programs
 Provide technical and research assistance
 Sponsor Fellowship program
 Develop educational materials


Types of PTDLs
 45 College or University Libraries 
 31 City or City/County Public 
Libraries 
 8 State Libraries  
 1 Special Library (Kansas City, MO, 
Linda Hall Library)
 Total 85 PTDLs
University of Nebraska Patent and 
Trademark Depository Library
 Established in 1978
 25th anniversary celebration in 2003
 One Patent and Trademark Librarian
 Engineering Librarian
 Physics and Astronomy Librarian
 Services http://www.unl.edu/libr/libs/engr/ptdl2.pdf
 Preliminary Patent search assistance using 
the seven step process 
http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/ac/ido/ptdl/step7.htm
 Trademark search results mailed to patrons 
 Print and mail patents
University of Nebraska Patent and 
Trademark Depository Library
 Located in the Engineering Library –
separate search room
 2 computers – USPTO provided and a PC
 Patents and trademarks on DVD
 Small library of IP related titles and Patent 
Office Reports/Annual Reports/Indexes of the 
USPTO back to 1847
 VCR and DVD players and television
 Projector and screen for small training 
sessions
 Access to the “WEST” (Web-based Examiner 
Search Tool) – the database used by USPTO 
examiners


Patent and Trademark Depository 
Library Association (PTDLA)
 Discover the interests, needs, opinions, 
and goals of the Patent and Trademark 
Depository Libraries (PTDLs)
 Advise the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office (PTO) in these matters 
for the benefit of PTDLs and their users
 Assist the PTO in planning and 
implementing appropriate services. 
 http://www.ptdla.org/
Patent and Trademark Depository 
Library Association (PTDLA)
Membership Requirements
 Employed in a Patent and Trademark 
Depository Library  
 Responsibilities include the patent 
collection 
Major Challenges of the 
Program
 Responding to the USPTO “2007-2012 
Strategic Plan”
 Marketing our services as a more 
informed approach than e.g.
 Keyword searching at USPTO Web site
 Using Google Patents


Available on the PTDLA Web 
site
 Handouts
 Events and Conferences
 Valuable links
 PTDLA at the American Library 
Association (ALA) Conference 
 Past Presentations
 2006 PTDLA at ALA Program Presentations 
 2004 PTDLA at ALA Program Presentations 
Goals and Objectives of the PTDLA
 Goal 1:  Identify needs and interests
 Goal 2:  Communicate
 Goal 3:  USPTO/PTDL connection
 Goal 4:  Increase participation in PTDLA
 Goal 5:  Promote resource sharing
 Goal 6:  Support USPTO efforts and 
initiatives in the USPTO Strategic Plan 
 DRAFT  Document
 http://www.ptdla.org/draftplan
Goal 1: Identify the needs and 
interests of PTDL libraries
 Develop, implement and analyze a survey 
to assess the needs and interests of PTDL 
Libraries
 Identify and address the needs of new 
PTDL librarians
Goal 2: Communicate the needs and 
interests of PTDL libraries to the USPTO
 Share the survey results with the 
USPTO along with proposed solutions
 Maintain a constant flow of ideas 
 ListServ
Web site
 on-line newsletter
 Blog
 yearly seminar
 Evaluate evolving technologies 
Goal 3: Assist the USPTO in planning 
and implementing appropriate services
 Encourage the attendance at the annual 
training session at the USPTO and provide 
support for distance education training at 
each PTDL
 Explore new ways of getting information to 
an increasingly digital public who is less 
likely physically to visit a PTDL program 
library
 Encourage and support PTDL librarians in 
promoting awareness of the USPTO Search 
Templates


Goal 3: Assist the USPTO in planning 
and implementing appropriate services
 Feedback about patron needs to the 
USPTO
 Explore partnership possibilities for 
training and dissemination of 
information 
Goal 4: Increase participation in PTDLA 
by PTDL librarians
 Promote PTDLA membership advantages 
 Provide insights regarding PTDLA 
committee service 
 Promote opportunities for on-line 
participation especially for those who only 
get to attend the training seminar every 
few years
Goal 5: Promote the sharing of resources 
among PTDL librarians and beyond
 Provide space on the PTDLA Web site for 
marketing tools and library instruction 
resources, etc.
 Encourage PTDL librarians to submit their 
own resources for posting to the PTDLA 
Web site 
 Encourage PTDL librarians to publish and 
present
Goal 6: Support efforts and initiatives in the 
USPTO “2007-2012 Strategic Plan”
 Explore ways to promote filing and 
management of patent and trademark 
applications electronically 
 Encourage and support PTDL librarians in 
conducting training on IP 
 Explore partnerships with 
librarians/organizations in other countries to 
deliver effective IP educational programs 
that
 improve an understanding of IP  
 Raise awareness of scams and IP theft worldwide



Patent Statistics Reports Available 
For Viewing
 http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices
/ac/ido/oeip/taf/reports.htm
 http://www.uspto.gov – links to get 
there
 Patents (Left part of screen)
 About Patents
 Statistics, weekly data & lists (lower 
right)
 Patent Statistics
 Calendar Year Patent Statistics
 Patent Statistics Reports Available for 
Viewing
 http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/ac/ido/oeip/taf/reports.htm
Reports Available for Viewing, By 
Report Category
 By Type of Patent Document (general 
overview reports) 
 By Geographic Origin 
 By Patenting Organization 
 By Patented Technology 
 By Inventor 
 Historical and Extended-Year Set 
Statistics 
 Miscellaneous Tables and Reports 
Rank Ordered Listing of Technology Classes 
Receiving 1 or More Utility Patents During the 
Period
Example: Nebraska (Top 6)
Class Class Title Total
435    Chemistry: Molecular Biology and              50
Microbiology  
424    Drug, Bio-Affecting and Body Treating       40       
Compositions 
343    Communications: Radio Wave Antennas    33       
800    Multicellular Living Organisms and             31
Unmodified Parts Thereof and Related 
Processes     
356    Optics: Measuring and Testing 27                 
210    Liquid Purification or Separation 22
Patent Statistics by Geographic 
Origin – by Organization
Example: Nebraska (Top 5)
First-named Assignee 01 02 03 04 05 TOT
Ind. Owned 62  52  63  58  58 293 
UN Board of Regents   17  20  16  17  11    81
Goodyear Tire/Rub.       4    8    9    5    9    35
Centurion Wireless … 3  10    3    9    4    29
J.A. Woollam Co. Inc.     1    5    4    7    5    22 
UNL Office of Technology Development
 Supports research
 Commercializes inventions
 Develops licensing agreements
 Hires graduate interns in various art 
areas to perform prior art searches
 Advised by the UNL attorney for 
intellectual property matters
UNL Board of Regents Policies
Regents Policy Sections 4.4.1 Ownership of 
Intellectual Property (Patentable subject 
matter)
 Ownership of University Supported Works 
involving substantial use of University resources
 Consequence of employment (contract law)
 Inventor must submit a patent disclosure to the University 
patent administrator
 Inventor must also disclose the existence of any pending 
publication that might compromise the University’s patent 
rights.
 UNL Board of Regents Policies 
http://www.nebraska.edu/board/RegentPolicies.
pdf
UNL Board of Regents’ Policies
 Regents Policy Sections 4.4.2 Patent and 
Technology Transfer Policy
 Implements Section 3.10 of Bylaws – “encourage 
commercialization of inventions and discoveries 
arising from research activities of the university… ‘
 Employee discloses to the Campus patent and 
technology transfer administrator
 Decision to pursue 
 Licensing options decided by University
 Licensing terms vary as developed by attorneys
 Start-up company around the patent with university 
owned equity
 One-third of the net proceeds is distributed to 
the inventor (after the expenses of obtaining, 
processing, licensing, etc. the patent are 
reimbursed to the University)
Bayh-Dole Act of 1980
 Prior 
 Funding U.S. Government agency held patents
 Fewer than 250 patents were issued annually to 
U.S. universities – http://autm.net
 After – Institution ownership (elected) with 
some restrictions
 Universities are expected to file patents on 
inventions they elect to own 
 Universities are expected to give licensing 
preference to small businesses 
 The government retains a non-exclusive license to 
practice the patent throughout the world 
 AUTM.net Web site links to the provisions of the 
act
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